
O
ver the years, we’ve highlighted photographs of individuals from the Civil War 
period who did not formally serve in the military. They include servants to soldiers, 
women who supported the war effort as vivandières and nurses, children in military-
inspired costume, family portraits and other male and female non-combatants.
      These men, women and children composed the dominant share of the popula-
tion. Take everyone enumerated in the 1860 census, 31 million. Subtract those who 
served in the military (3 million), and the 

remainder is 28 million—or 90.3 percent of the popula-
tion as a whole.
      I’m delighted to announce a new department to 
recognize them. The Citizenry seeks to capture, through 
photos, the generation who supported soldiers and 
sailors in blue and gray.
      Credit for the new department is due to Senior Edi-
tor Rick Brown, who mentioned the idea to me at the 
recent collector’s show in Gettysburg.
     Elizabeth Topping, an authority on the subject, also 
deserves many thanks. She pointed out to me during 
an exchange of emails, “All civilians were connected to 
the war—If they did not participate in the war directly 
as nurses, doctors, sanitary or Christian commission 
workers, or worked in munitions or in making uniforms 
they participated in other ways. Many boxed homemade 
sundries and foodstuffs to send to soldiers in camp and 
hospital. Many gave food and drink to soldiers as they 
passed through their cities and towns. Many buried 
soldiers that were family, friends and strangers. Many held concerts, theatrical benefits, fairs, 
bazaars, raffles, lotteries, etc., to raise money to aid the soldiers. There was barely a soul whose 
life was not touched in some way by the war. And let us not forget—those soldiers weren’t 
birthed from a military womb—they were civilians before and, if they survived, after the war.”
      I wholeheartedly endorse Elizabeth’s perspective. I am confident that The Citizenry will 
bring to life representative faces and stories of the many millions who often worked quietly 
behind the scenes from 1861 to 1865—and add to our knowledge and understanding of 
those tumultuous times.
      If you have images or ideas to contribute, let me hear from you!
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SPECIAL THANKS
Vann Martin, Scott Sanders, Elizabeth Topping

FUTURE ISSUE CALL TO ACTI0N
Have images related to these topics? Let us know.

Shiloh casualties

SOCIAL MEDIA
Anne Coddington

Soldiers and dogsLookout Mountain

Elizabeth and John Green, 
“The Parents of 5 ‘Ragged’ Rebs.”

Follow MI

CONTRIBUTORS
American Civil War Museum, Ken Bertholf, Paul Bucher, 
William T. Campbell, Ed.D, RN, Kevin Canberg, 
Chattanooga Public Library, D.L. Daily, Ken Fleming, 
Jim Frasca, Jan Gordon, Denis Grasska, Mike Hilber, 
Dr. Anthony Hodges, Earvin Lee Joyner, Jr., 
Richard Leisenring, Jr., David and Diana Lemaster, 
The Liljenquist Family Collection at the Library of Congress, 
Paul Loane, Steve Meadow, Mike Medhurst, 
Mystic Seaport Museum, Joe Normandy, Jim Quinlan, 
Paul Reeder, Alison Renner, Mark Savolis, Patrick Schroeder, 
Daniel Taylor, Scott Valentine, Erin Waters, Doug York

UPCOMING
SHOWS AND EVENTS

Sept. 29: Wheaton, Ill.
Chicago Civil War Show & Sale

Dec. 1-2: Franklin, Tenn.
Middle Tennessee Civil War Show

March 10, 2019: D.C.
D.C. Antique Photo Show 


