Editor’s Desk

On Distinguishing Props
from Personal Items

ne of my favorite moments at a collector’s show is the instant when I open the case of
an ambrotype or tintype and peer into the face of the soldier pictured inside. Equally
enjoyable is the conversation that follows, as the owner of the photograph and I scruti-
nize his uniform, equipment, backdrop and other details. We share observations as they
come to mind: “Looks early war.” “T've seen that backdrop before.” “He’s holding a D-Guard
Bowie knife.”
Another comment that often surfaces during these on-the-spot examinations is worthy
of note: “Could be a prop. Maybe not.” Though it may seem innocuous, the question of
whether or not the musket a soldier carries or the uniform he wears actually belonged to him
is a hot topic. At the heart of this debate lay an essential question: What is a prop?

One answer that resonates with me came as one result of a lively email exchange with a
collector: “A prop is an object that a soldier did not himself bring into the studio. A prop is
something that was supplied by the photographer or a friend who came with the soldier to
the photographer’s establishment. If a soldier posed with a book that was sitting on the table
in the studio, that’s a prop. If he brought in his personal copy of a favorite book, then it is not
a prop—it would be a personal object that has direct bearing on him.”

In this issue, MI explores the use of weapons as props. “Armed to the Teeth?” by Katelyn
Brown brings to light key factors to consider when distinguishing props from personal items.
Brown’s narrative is illustrated with selected photos and analysis based upon her investiga-
tions. We can consider this a first foray into one aspect of a much larger topic.

There’s more scholarship to be done to increase our knowledge and understanding of how
props were used and why.

Of one fact we can be certain however: The desire to be perceived as warriors was strong
in citizen soldiers. Throngs of fresh-faced boys who marched into local photographers’ studios
expected to come away with a portrait that depicted them full of fight and brimming with
confidence. Brandishing a musket or gripping a revolver enhanced the effect. Where those

guns came from remains a complex question.

Editor & Publisher

Bring Your Finest Images
to the Show Nearest You

We'll scan them for free at the-MI-table.
U] e

15, 2015)

RICHMOND; VA. (Nov.
FRANKLIN, TENN. (Dec. 5-6, 2015)

Militarylmages@gmail.com MilitarylmagesMagazine.com/Subscribe

Showcase.
Interpret.

Since 1979 Preserve.

Editors

EDITOR & PUBLISHER
Ronald S. Coddington

SENIOR EDITORS
Rick Brown, Ron Field, Michael J. McAfee,
Ronn Palm, David W. Vaughan

COPY EDITORS
Jack Hurov, Chuck Myers

CONTRIBUTING EDITORS IN THIS ISSUE
Brian Boeve, Rick Carlile, Steven Karnes, Martin
Schoenfeld, Scott Valentine, Jonathan W. White

Visit MilitarylmagesMagazine.com/About for a list
of all contributing editors since the founding of MI.

CONTRIBUTORS

Brian Akins, Kevin Boyer, Katelyn Brown,

Kevin D. Canberg, Charles Darden, Richard Ferry,
Matthew Fleming, Thomas Harris, Sarah Hopkins,
Clayton Hunt, Andy Kmiec, Tom Liljenquist,

Richard R. Long, Rob Lyon, Elena Colén-Marrero,
Joseph A. Matheson Jr., Matthew L. Oswalt M.D.,
Paul Reeder, Katharina Schlichtherle, Sean Seifer, Mike
Shoemaker, John Sickles, James Spina,

Isidora Stankovic, Scott Vezeau, Joyce Werkman

SPECIAL THANKS
Susan C. Evanko, Dave Morin, Mike Pride, Phyllis
Sukys, Dave Sullivan

SOCIAL MEDIA
Anne P. Coddington

EDITOR & PUBLISHER EMERITUS
Harry Roach, Founder, 1979-2000
Philip Katcher, 2000-2004

David Neville, 2004-2013

Sales
Contact MilitaryImages @gmail.com for all inquiries.

ADVERTISING AND NEWSSTAND SALES
Carol Coddington

Military Images (ISSN 1040-4961) is published quarterly (4 times
per year) by Military Images, LLC (R.O. Box 50171, Arlington, Va.
22205). Periodicals postage paid at Hanover, Pa., and additional
mailing offices. Subscriptions: $24.95 for one year (4 issues) in the
U.S. and $50.95 elsewhere (all U.S. funds). Single issues: $7.95.
Postmaster: Send address changes to Military Images, PO. Box 50171,
Arlington, Va., 22205.

‘The contents of this magazine may not be reproduced in whole or
part without the written consent of the publisher. Views expressed by
the authors do not necessarily represent those of Military Images or
Military Images, LLC. Photo and story submissions are considered
ready for publication, and may be edited. For further details, visit
MilitarylmagesMagazine.com/Submissions.




